
567

Week Ending Friday, March 25, 1994

Statement by the Director of
Communications on United Nations
Security Council Action on the
Hebron Massacre
March 18, 1994

The United Nations Security Council has
today adopted a resolution condemning the
Hebron mosque massacre and calling for
measures to safeguard the security of the Pal-
estinians.

President Clinton expressed the horror of
the American people at the time of the tragic
Hebron murders. The President said, ‘‘The
enemies of peace must not be allowed to tri-
umph. Prompt resumption of negotiations to
begin implementation of the Israel-Palestin-
ian Declaration of Principles is the only an-
swer to extremist violence on both sides.’’

The President’s decision to allow passage
of the resolution was made in the context
of the agreement today by Syria, Jordan, and
Lebanon to return to negotiations in April
and the high-level contacts between Israel
and the PLO that will take place in coming
days.

The President endorses the call made by
the Security Council today for Israel and the
PLO to redouble their efforts to realize this
goal as soon as possible. The United States
stands ready to do all it can to help the par-
ties, but with passage of this resolution it is
time for them to return to the negotiating
table.

The United States abstained on two para-
graphs in the preamble to the resolution be-
cause of our strong objections to references
made there to ‘‘occupied Palestinian terri-
tory’’ and to Jerusalem. The President said
that his position on these matters has not
changed. As Israel and the PLO have agreed,
these are issues which can be decided only
in negotiations on the final status of the terri-
tories. He does not believe references which
could prejudice the outcome of these nego-
tiations are helpful. The parties alone must

make the decisions necessary to realize the
promise of peace.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
March 19, 1994

Good morning. Last week I saw American
democracy at its best at an old-fashioned
town hall meeting in Nashua, New Hamp-
shire. We were in the Elm Street Junior High
School, and people were asking me questions
about all kinds of issues but most of them
about health care reform. And then when the
town meeting was over, a woman came up
to me and showed me why it’s so important
for so many Americans that we fix what’s
wrong with our health insurance system. She
gave me a photograph of her 7-year-old son
whom she loves very much. She told me he’s
had serious health problems, and now she’s
afraid that he’ll never be able to get any
health insurance because he has what insur-
ance companies call a preexisting condition.

Everywhere I go, families come up and
tell me we’re got to do something about
health care, and they’re right. Here are the
facts: Even if you have health insurance
today, you can lose it tomorrow. The terrible
truth is that 2 million Americans a month
lose their health insurance, 58 million Ameri-
cans find themselves without insurance at
some point during the year, and about
100,000 Americans a month lose their health
insurance for good.

The fine print in your insurance policy can
cost you your coverage. Eighty-one million
Americans have those preexisting conditions,
just like the little boy in Nashua, that insur-
ance companies can use to raise rates or deny
coverage, and that as a practical matter, pre-
vent many, many people from changing jobs
because they know they’ll lose their coverage.
And three out of four insurance policies—
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that covers 133 million Americans—have
lifetime limits that cut off your benefits when
you need them most. In other words, chances
are your insurance plan is great unless you
get really sick.

Too many of you who do have insurance
are paying more, getting less; your choices
are more limited every year; your worries are
increased, worries about losing the right to
choose your doctor, increasing copatient
deductibles, or losing insurance altogether.
If we don’t do something, we face a future
of less choice, lower quality care, and larger
bills. That’s why we’ve got to build on what
works and fix what’s wrong with our health
care system. And when you come down to
it, America faces three choices: Government
insurance for everybody, no guarantee of
coverage for anybody, or guaranteed private
insurance for everybody.

Everywhere I go people tell me they sup-
port the idea that is at the core of our health
reform plan: guaranteed private insurance
for everybody, insurance that can never be
taken away. Here’s how our health reform
plan works. First, we’ll guarantee every
American private health insurance with a
comprehensive package of benefits that can
never be taken away. Everyone will get a
health security card that will guarantee these
benefits as good as America’s biggest compa-
nies offer and as good as your Members of
Congress and your President get. Your bene-
fits will include prescription drugs and pre-
vention care, things that often aren’t covered
today. It’s common sense to pay to keep peo-
ple healthy, not just treat them after they
get sick and when care is more expensive.

Second, you’ll have choices. That’s the
American way. You’ll have the right to choose
your own doctor and your own health care
plan. You’ll make that choice—you’ll make
it, not your boss and not your insurance com-
pany. We trust you to make the best choices
to improve the quality of your health care.

Third, we’re going to crack down on
abuses in insurance practices. No more drop-
ping coverage or cutting benefits, no more
raising rates just because you or someone in
your family has been sick, no more using life-
time limits to cut off your benefits, and no
more charging older people more than
younger people. These are unfair practices,

and we’ll make them illegal. We’ll make sure
you can get affordable insurance you can de-
pend on.

Fourth, and this is important, we’ll pre-
serve and strengthen Medicare. Older Amer-
icans must be able to count on Medicare and
to keep their doctors. We also want to cover
prescription drugs under Medicare and to
give people of all ages new choices for long-
term care at home or in their community.
There are so many people with disabilities,
so many Americans who are in their elderly
years who do not need institutionalized care
but who can’t get anything less expensive and
more helpful because it’s not covered today.

Finally, we want your health benefits to
be guaranteed at work. Most jobs come with
health benefits, and all jobs should. Over
two-thirds of the small businesses in this
country provide health insurance to their em-
ployees. But 8 of 10 Americans who have
no insurance are in working families. These
Americans deserve better. And our health re-
form plan will guarantee health benefits at
work. Small businesses will get these health
insurance premiums at a discount. And we
in the Government will help to cover the un-
employed.

The defenders of the status quo are trying
to confuse this issue by making it sound com-
plicated. Well, the present system is com-
plicated, and so there are a lot of details to
deal with. But the basic principles of health
reform are really pretty simple. You’ll get a
health security card; you’ll pick any doctor
you want; you’ll fill out one simple form
when you need care; you’ll know exactly
what’s covered; and you’ll have peace of
mind for a change, because your health secu-
rity and that of your family can never be
taken away.

A few weeks ago, the Wall Street Journal
explained our health reform to some citizens
of York, Pennsylvania, without telling them
whose plan it is. The great majority of that
group strongly supported our health reform
principles over all the competing plans. And
the headline in the Wall Street Journal reads:
‘‘Many Don’t Realize It’s Clinton’s Plan They
Like.’’

Next week and in the months ahead, I’m
going to tell people all across America about
our health reform plan and what it really
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means: guaranteed private insurance, a
choice of doctors and health plans, outlawing
unfair insurance practices, preserving Medi-
care, guaranteeing health benefits at work.
It’s that simple.

I want to cut through the complexity, the
confusion, and downright distortions. This
issue should be decided by informed citizens,
not by special interests spending millions of
dollars to prevent progress and to promote
their own narrow interest.

Let’s face the facts, debate our choices,
and make an historic decision to build on
what’s best and fix what’s worst in our health
care system. That’s democracy at its best, just
like the old-fashioned American town meet-
ing I attended in New Hampshire last week.
And the lesson of history is that when the
American people have the information they
need, they do make the right decision.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at a Children’s Town
Meeting
March 19, 1994

Mr. Peter Jennings. Good morning, ev-
erybody. Good morning, especially, boys and
girls, and welcome back to the White House
really. This is the second time that President
Clinton has invited us back to the White
House so that he and a group of children
we’ve invited from around the country can
exchange ideas about the state of the country
and the state of the world. It’s a chance for
him and for them to talk about their dreams.
So we hope you’ll stay with us this morning.

If our timing is right, the President is just
coming down from upstairs, in a house which
we all know he loves very much.

Good morning, Mr. President.
The President. Good morning, Peter.
Mr. Jennings. Thank you for having us

back, sir.
The President. I’m glad you’re back.
Mr. Jennings. You really have spent a lot

of time studying this house, haven’t you?
The President. I have. Every President

but George Washington has lived here. And
so it’s really the story of America. And it’s

a great honor to live here. So I like to know
the history of it, and I like to know the things
that happened to the people who lived here
and what happened in which rooms and
things. I’ve kept up with it pretty well.

Mr. Jennings. You all know there are a
lot of kids in the East Room waiting to see
us. But surprising, to me at least, a number
of them asked us whether or not the Presi-
dent had to live here. [Laughter] And I just
asked you that a moment ago.

The President. I don’t know.
Mr. Jennings. We’ll have to find that——
The President. Isn’t that funny, I don’t

know. I don’t think anyone’s ever volun-
teered to live anywhere else, except once
when there was a big renovation of the White
House when President Truman was Presi-
dent, I think he had to spend more than 2
years out of here, across the street.

Mr. Jennings. We have actually a little—
we’re going to go into the East Room now,
but we have just to introduce you or reintro-
duce you in many cases to what this is like,
a little history package while you and I walk
it. Ready?

[At this point, a short film about the history
of the White House was shown.]

Mr. Jennings. And there is the White
House, on a very sunny, lovely day here in
Washington here. And we are, of course, in
the East Room, which has its own great sense
of history. And here all these boys and girls
have joined us from around the country.

You notice the President’s tie, everybody?
Audience members. Yes.
The President. This tie was designed by

a 13-year-old named Kelly. It’s called ‘‘Save
the Children,’’ and it’s part of a series of ties
designed by children for the Save the Chil-
dren Foundation. It’s a group that works on
the problems of children in poor commu-
nities and poor neighborhoods around Amer-
ica. And my wife and I have been involved
in it for a long time. So they take the draw-
ings of children, turn them into ties, and then
sell the ties to raise funds. It’s great; I have
a lot of them.

Mr. Jennings. I bet people send you ties
every day of the year, don’t they?
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